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CONGRATULATING THE CHURCH

OF KHALISTAN ON 15 YEARS OF
SERVICE

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh,
President of the Council of Khalistan, for 15
years of service to the Sikhs, the people of
South Asia and America.

Fifteen years ago Dr. Aulakh left a well-pay-
ing job to begin striving day in and day out in
an effort to draw attention to the plight of the
minorities of India. Since that time he has suc-
ceeded in raising awareness of the treatment
of Christians, Kashmiri Muslims, and other mi-
norities in India and throughout the world. Dr.
Aulakh has spoken out on behalf of these
people; he has highlighted injustices, and in
so doing, has raised the level of awareness of
such issues throughout the United States.

On October 7, 1987, the Sikh homeland de-
clared its independence from India. At that
time, Dr. Aulakh was named to lead the strug-
gle to regain the lost sovereignty of the Sikhs.

If it were not for Dr. Aulakh’s tireless efforts,
the human-rights conditions in India would go
unexposed and unpunished. Because of his
efforts, all of us in Congress are much better
informed on these matters and we are more
able to take appropriate action. Therefore, I
would like to take this opportunity to congratu-
late Dr. Aulakh and the Council of Khalistan
for their tireless efforts on behalf of freedom.

f

TORTURE AND POLICE ABUSE IN
THE OSCE REGION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
over the July Fourth recess, I had the privilege
of participating in the U.S. Delegation to the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s annual meet-
ing held in Paris, where I introduced a resolu-
tion on the need for the OSCE participating
States—all of our States—to intensify our ef-
forts to combat torture, police abuse, and ra-
cial profiling. This resolution, adopted and in-
cluded the Assembly’s final Declaration, also
calls for greater protection for non-govern-
mental organizations, medical personnel, and
others who treat the victims of torture and re-
port on their human rights violations. The res-
olution also condemns the insidious practice of
racial profiling, which has the effect of leaving
minorities more vulnerable to police abuse. Fi-
nally, my resolution calls for the OSCE partici-
pating States to adopt, in law and in practice,
a complete ban on incommunicado detention.

Tragically, recent news reports only under-
score how urgent the problem of police abuse
is. I would like to survey a few of the reports
received by the Helsinki Commission in recent
weeks.

First, on July 7 in Slovakia, the body of
Karol Sendrei, a 51-year-old Romani father,
was returned to his family. The convoluted ac-
count of his death has included mutual re-
criminations among police officers and, so far,

has led to the resignation of the mayor of
Magnezitovce and indictments against three
police officers. While much remains to be sort-
ed out, this much is clear: On July 5, Mr.
Sendrei was taken into police custody. The
next day, he died of injuries, including shock
caused by a torn liver, cranial and pericardial
bleeding, and broken jaw, sternum, and ribs.
According to reports, Mr. Sendrei had been
chained to a radiator and beaten over for the
last twelve hours of his life.

The deaths in police custody of Lubomir
Sarissky in 1999 and now Mr. Sendrei, per-
sistent reports of police abuse in villages like
Hermanovce, and the reluctance of the police
and judicial system to respond seriously to ra-
cially motivated crimes have all eroded trust in
law enforcement in Slovakia. As Americans
know from first-hand experience, when the
public loses that trust, society as a whole pays
dearly.

I welcome the concern for the Sendrei case
reflected in the statements of Prime Minister
Dzurinda, whom I had the chance to meet at
the end of May, and others in his cabinet. But
statements alone will not restore confidence in
the police among Slovakia’s Romani commu-
nity. Those who are responsible for this death
must be held fully accountable before the law.
I will continue to follow this case, along with
the trials of the three men still being pros-
ecuted for the murder of Anastazia Balazova
last year.

Although it has received far less press at-
tention, in Hungary, a Romani man was also
shot and killed on June 30 by an off-duty po-
lice officer in Budapest; one other person was
injured in that shooting. While the police offi-
cer in that case has been arrested, too often
reports of police misconduct in Hungary are
ignored or have been countered with a slap on
the wrist. I remain particularly alarmed by the
persistent reports of police brutality in
Hajduhadhaz and police reprisals against
those who have reported their abuse to the
Helsinki Commission. In one case, a teenager
in Hajduhadhaz who had reported being
abused by the police was detained by the po-
lice again—after his case had been brought to
the attention of the Helsinki Commission, and
after Helsinki Commission staff had raised it
with the Hungarian Ambassador. In an appar-
ent attempt to intimidate this boy, the police
claimed to have a ‘‘John Doe’’ criminal indict-
ment for ‘‘unknown persons’’ for damaging the
reputation of Hungary abroad. These are out-
rageous tactics from the communist-era that
should be ended.

I urge Hungarian Government officials to
look more closely at this problem and take
greater efforts to combat police abuse. I un-
derstand an investigation has begun into pos-
sible torture by a riverbank patrol in Tiszabura,
following reports that police in that unit had
forced a 14-year-old Romani boy into the ice-
cold waters of the Tisza river. There are now
reports that this unit may have victimized other
people as well. I am hopeful this investigation
will be transparent and credible and that those
who have committed abuses will be held fully
accountable.

In the Czech Republic, lack of confidence in
law enforcement agents has recently led some
Roma to seek to form their own self-defense
units. Frankly, this is not surprising. Roma in
the Czech Republic continue to be the target
of violent, racially motived crime: On April 25,
a group of Roma were attacked by German

and Czech skinheads in Novy Bor. On June
30, 4 skinheads attacked a group of Roma in
Ostrava; one of the victims of that attack was
repeatedly stabbed, leaving his life in jeop-
ardy. On July 16, three men shouting Nazi slo-
gans attacked a Romani family in their home
in As in western Bohemia. On July 21, a
Romani man was murdered in Svitavy by a
man who had previously committed attacks
against Roma, only to face a slap on the wrist
in the courts.

These cases follow a decade in which ra-
cially motivated attacks against Roma in the
Czech Republic have largely been tolerated by
the police. Indeed, in the case of the murder
of Milan Lacko, a police officer was involved.
More to the point, he ran over Milan Lacko’s
body with his police car, after skinheads beat
him and left him in the road. In another case,
involving a 1999 racially motivated attack on
another Romani man, the Czech Supreme
Court issued a ruling that the attack was pre-
meditated and organized, and then remanded
the case back to the district court in Jesenik
for sentencing in accordance with that finding.
But the district court simply ignored the Su-
preme Court’s finding and ordered four of the
defendants released. Under circumstances
such as these, is it any wonder that Roma so
lack confidence in the police and judiciary that
they feel compelled to defend themselves?

I am not, however, without hope for the
Czech Republic. Jan Jarab, the Czech Gov-
ernment’s Human Rights Commissioner, has
spoken openly and courageously of the
human rights problems in his country. For ex-
ample, the Czech News Agency recently re-
ported that Jarob had said that ‘‘the Czech
legal system deals ‘benevolently’ with attacks
committed by right-wing extremists, ‘[f]rom po-
lice investigators, who do not want to inves-
tigate such cases as racial crimes, to state at-
torneys and judges, who pass the lowest pos-
sible sentences.’ ’’ I hope Czech political lead-
ers—from every party and every walk of life—
will support Jan Jarab’s efforts to address the
problems he so rightly identified.

Clearly, problems of police abuse rarely if
ever go away on their own. On the contrary,
I believe that, unattended, those who engage
in abusive practices only become more brazen
and shameless. When two police officers in
Romania were accused of beating to death a
suspect in Cugir in early July, was it really a
shock? In that case, the two officers had a
history of using violent methods to interrogate
detainees—but there appears to have been no
real effort to hold them accountable for their
practices.

I am especially concerned by reports from
Amnesty International that children are among
the possible victims of police abuse and tor-
ture in Romania. On March 14, 14-year-old
Vasile Danut was detained by police in
Vladesti and beaten severely by police. On
April 5, 15-year-old loana Silaghi was report-
edly attacked by a police officer in Oradea.
Witnesses in the case have reportedly also
been intimidated by the police. In both cases,
the injuries of the children were documented
by medical authorities. I urge the Romanian
authorities to conduct impartial investigations
into each of these cases and to hold fully ac-
countable those who may be found guilty of
violating the law.

Mr. Speaker, as is well-known to many
Members, torture and police abuse is a par-
ticularly widespread problem in the Republic of
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